
IMPACT OF 1st MOBILITY PACKAGE ON ROMANIA 
 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

+418.000 tons of CO2 emission 

annually, on contrary to Green Deal (climate 
neutrality) 

ECONOMIC 
 

+10-14% price increase of cross-trade road 

freight and further growth of prices 

SOCIAL 
 

~200,000 new Romanian migrants in other 

EU countries on medium & long terms 

COMPETITION 
 

Mobility Package 1 leads to 

 Unfair competition and it is a barrier of 

free movements of goods & services and of labour 
within the EU 



 

IMPACT ANALYSIS TABLE on ROMANIA of IMPLEMENTING 1st MOBILITY PACKAGE 
 

 

Sector Premises Impact Magnitude 

ENVIRONMENT 

 60,000 trucks registered in Romania made cross-trade 

road transport in EU (loading & unloading in EU, except 

home country) and cabotage 

 Returning to home country at every 8 weeks means an 

average of ~1,000 trucks daily on European roads and at 

Romanian borders without any economic reason 

 1.3 mln km / day1 unjustified additional traffic, but with 

costs 

- Additional traffic of 505 mln km / year of 

Romanian trucks only, 10% of total road freight 

traffic market of Romania, which reached 4.9 bln 

km in 2018 

- 1,160 tons of CO2 emissions / day or 418,000 

tons / year2 

- Unjustified crowded traffic on EU road 

- The measure is against Green Deal presented in 

Dec 2019, climate neutrality and smart transport 

Very Large 

    

ECONOMIC 

 Export of road freight services of Romania recorded 

almost €6 bln in 2019 and is the largest contributor of 

total export of services of Romania, accounting 23%3 

 Returning to home country at every 8 weeks means 

additional costs of €500 mln / year4, or almost 9% share 

of total export of road freight services of Romania 

 Mandatory returning home requires an average of 6 

lost days at every 8 weeks, or 10% business loses 

 Romania is on the 8th place of EU road freight market, 

and cross-trade share a third of Romanian transporters 

activity (see the Annex 1) 

 Romania is on the 3rd place on cross-trade road freight 

market in EU and on cabotage. First is Poland, followed 

by Lithuania (see the Annex 2) 

- Romanian carriers operate with extremely low 

margins to be competitive in Europe. In order to 

cover the losses caused by the Mobility Package 

they must increase prices by 10% 

- Many Romanian transporters will disappear, and 

multinationals will migrate in other EU countries, 

closer to the main markets 

- The prices of goods may grow by 2-3%, because 

the beneficiaries must pay by 10-20% more for 

road freight services. The prices will be paid by 

final customers, European citizens 

- The Romanian road freight market will decrease 

by 15-20% with immediate effects on economy, 

including on foreign trade balance 

- The measure is against the fundamental rights of 

EU, free movements of services and of labour in 

European Union 

Very Large 

    

 
1 Calculated at an average distance of 1,300 km (eg. Frankfurt – Arad) 
2 Calculated at an average of 834 grams of CO2 / km 
3 Source: National Bank of Romania, “Foreign Trade with Services” 
4 Costs with fuels, road taxes, salaries & daily allowance, spare parts & service, indirect costs 



SOCIAL 

 The professional drivers working on 60,000 trucks for 

cross-trade services and cabotage know a foreign 

language and they are familiar with many habits in EU. 

They will not be leaving easily this job. 

- Romania loses on yearly average almost 150,000 

inhabitants. In 2018 Romania lost 173,000 

employees 5 

- On medium- and long-term Romania could lose 

200,000 professional drivers, plus their families 

 

Very Large 

    

COMPETITION 

 Romania is located at the periphery of European Union, 

and the transporters are forced to make an additional 

2,600 km (round-trip) to comply new conditions of 

Mobility Package 

 Other countries competing Romania in term of costs are 

not required to travel the same distance because a 

better geographical location (eg Poland, Slovakia, 

Hungary) (See the Annex 3) 

 Only Lithuania and Bulgaria are in the same position of 

Romania, but those two countries are much smaller than 

Romanian market 

 Moreover, Romania is not in Schengen area and often 

the time spent at the border is very high 

- Romania is not competing in the same 

conditions with other European countries: higher 

costs with financing, shortage of labour market, 

and now is imposing a measure that imply a 

geographical barrier 

- The measure is against a fair and free 

competition through regularization the access at 

the market by a condition related to the 

geographic location 

- The fair way is to grant the same condition to 

everyone and to eliminate the mandatory of 

returning to home country. 

- Romania is the most affected country by 1st 

Mobility Package 

Large 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Source: 2019 Annual report on Intra-EU Labour Mobility  



 

ANNEX 1 

 

 Main EU road freight markets are the most developed economies | in terms of volume of freight carried by road, national & int'l except cross-border: 

- Germany, France, UK (leaves EU at 1 Feb 2020), Spain, Italy, Poland, Sweden and Netherlands 

 Main EU road carriers serving the most developed economies | share of Cross-trade road freight & cabotage >30% in total road freight market of the 

country: 

- Lithuania, Luxembourg, Slovenia, Romania, Bulgaria, Slovakia 

 Romania is the 8th market of road freight in EU, and the 15th economy of the EU 

 

 
Source: Eurostat 

 

 



 

ANNEX 2 

 

 Poland is by far the leader of cross-trade road freight and cabotage, followed far by Lithuania and Romania 

 

 

          
Source: Eurostat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNEX 3 

 

Romanian transporters are obliged to travel an average of 1,300 km to comply with new rules, while Polish, Slovak and Hungarian transporters about half.  

 

 

 
Source: Interbiz 


