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About This Unit:

The TIR Carnet is a liable financial instrument and Holders must return all TIR Carnets to the Issuing Association. This unit describes the instructions for return of used and unused TIR Carnets.

Before You Start: 

Your prior knowledge should include a good understanding of the:
· Principles of the TIR Customs transit system
· Responsibilities under the system 

· Customs TIR procedures, e.g. the discharge and termination procedures.
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The Aim of This Unit:

To lead TIR Carnet Holders to the Association’s instructions on:
· Returning Used TIR Carnets
· Returning Unused TIR Carnets
· What to do if a TIR Carnet cannot be returned, e.g. lost or stolen
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Estimated Study Time:

This unit should take about 20 minutes to complete.

To Test Your Knowledge:

At page 3 you will find a short prior knowledge test. 
By answering these questions you can decide whether to go on with this unit or to return to look again at the topics recommended in the ‘Before You Start’ section, above.

At the end of this unit you will find a similar short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.
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Checking Your Prior Knowledge:

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: What procedures do Customs Authorities at the office of departure carry out in order to take a TIR Carnet into charge?
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	Question 2: After terminating a TIR operation, what do Customs Authorities at the office of exit or destination do with the green voucher (number 2)?
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Answers To The Prior Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	· Verify that goods match description on
·  TIR Carnet

· Verify attached documents (CMR, etc.)

· Examine vehicle & check certificate of approval

· Fix seals to the vehicle

· Take TIR consignment into charge, 
· Stamp box 16 & 17 on each voucher
· Complete, stamp voucher & souche 1 (page 1, white)

· Complete, stamp voucher 2 (page 2, green)
· Remove & file voucher 1 (page 1,white)
· Register details in Customs records

	
	[image: image13.png]




	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	The upper part of the voucher (goods manifest) is kept at the Customs office of exit/destination where the TIR Carnet has been terminated and the lower part of the voucher (certificate of termination) is sent back to the Customs office of entry/departure.
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About the TIR Carnet

· TIR Carnets remain the property of the IRU. 

· Holders must return all used and unused TIR Carnets to the Issuing Association by the specified time limits. (Holder’s Declaration of Engagement.)

· The Association returns the TIR Carnet to the IRU after checking that is has been used correctly

· Instructions on the return of TIR Carnets to the Association are given in Section 9 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual.

· Holders can be suspended from the TIR System if they do not follow instructions.

Returning Used TIR Carnets

Used TIR Carnets should be returned to the Association:
· As quickly as possible, and no later than 15 days after the driver returns; or

· No later than 90 days from date of issue.

If not returned on time the TIR Carnet Holder must notify the Association.

In the case of TIR Carnets for High Risk goods (see Section 4 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual):
· The returned TIR Carnet is accompanied by copies of all documents, (including CMR or equivalent), showing that the goods have been properly delivered and discharged.

Returning Unused TIR Carnets

Unused TIR Carnets must be returned to the Association no later than 15 days after the expiry of the TIR Carnet’s date of validity.
· ‘Unused’ TIR Carnets are those where all the vouchers are present and are not stamped as being taken under Customs control. (See Section 9 of the TIR Carnet Holder's Manual and any further instructions from the Association.)

If a TIR Carnet Cannot Be Returned

If a TIR Carnet is:
· not returned within 90 days and no notification is received from the Holder; or is
· lost, stolen, destroyed or retained by Authorities;

- then the procedure described in Section 9 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual is followed. (‘Failure to Return TIR Carnets’.)

A ‘Declaration of Loss’ form must be completed and immediately submitted, and the Association may take a guarantee.
Please read the Section in the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual.  Holders not complying with these procedures are suspended from TIR.

Summary

· TIR Carnet Holders must return all used and unused TIR Carnets to the Issuing Association.

· Associations specify time limits for the return of TIR Carnets.

· If TIR Carnets are not returned, e.g. lost, stolen or retained by Customs or Police, the Holder must complete a ‘Declaration of Loss’ form and otherwise follow instructions given by the Association.

· Full instructions are given in the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual.

Knowledge Test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: What sanctions might a TIR Carnet Holder face if he does not return the TIR Carnet in time?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 2: What are the time limits for the return of TIR Carnets by the TIR Carnet Holder to the issuing Association:

· Used; and

· Unused?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 3: What action must a TIR Carnet Holder take if a TIR Carnet cannot be returned to the issuing association?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 4: What additional documents must be returned along with the TIR Carnet if high-risk goods have been transported?

	
	

	
	


Answers To The Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	· Extra guarantees

· Suspension or 
· Exclusion

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	Used TIR Carnets should be returned to the Association:

· As quickly as possible, and no later than 15 days after the driver returns; or

· No later than 90 days from date of issue.

Unused TIR Carnets must be returned to the Association no later than 15 days after the expiry of the TIR Carnet’s date of validity.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	The TIR Carnet Holder must immediately notify the association by sending the Declaration of Loss.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 4:

	
	A TIR Carnet used for the transport of high-risk goods must be returned accompanied by copies of all documents, (including CMR or equivalent), showing that the goods have been properly delivered and discharged.

	
	


After Completing the Knowledge Test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((
(((On to the next unit(((
This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit System. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport Associations, Customs Authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR, with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 


�





Related Training Units:  


Unit 5C: �HYPERLINK "M5C%20Suspension%20or%20Exclusion%20from%20TIR.doc" \o "Unit M5C"��Grounds for Suspension or Exclusion from TIR�








�  References: 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Holder_Manual_1%20colonne_01082004.htm" \l "Section_9" \o "Section 9 TIR Holder's Manual"��Section 9 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual�
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