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About This Unit:

This unit contains details on procedures for a number of special situations. It provides a brief description of the situation and points trainees to the specific instructions contained within the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual.

Before You Start:  

Your prior knowledge should include a good understanding of the principles of the TIR Customs transit system and of the TIR Carnet Holder’s responsibilities under the system.
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The Aim of This Unit:

To explain:

· Special TIR provisions for transporting heavy or bulky goods
· What goods are prohibited and excluded from the TIR System

· What are classed as ‘high risk’ goods, and the special procedures and precautions for carrying high-risk goods under TIR Carnet
· How to obtain a TIR Carnet from a foreign issuing Association.
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Estimated Study Time:

This unit should take about 15 minutes to complete.

To Test Your Knowledge:

At page 3 you will find a short prior knowledge test. 
By answering these questions you can decide whether to go on with this unit or to return to look again at the topics recommended in the ‘Before You Start’ section, above.

At the end of this unit you will find a similar short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.
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Checking Your Prior Knowledge:

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Describe how the TIR Carnet is handled by Customs if the goods traverse a country that is not a contracting party to the TIR Convention, and the country of destination is a contracting party?
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	Question 2: How many official TIR plates must be affixed to a road vehicle carrying goods under the TIR system, and where should they be affixed?
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Answers To The Prior Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	Article 26 of the TIR Convention states: 

When transport under cover of a TIR Carnet takes place in part in the territory of a State which is not a Contracting Party to this Convention, the TIR transport shall be suspended during that part of the journey. 

In that case, the Customs authorities of the Contracting Party on whose territory the journey continues shall accept the TIR Carnet for the resumption of the TIR transport, provided that the Customs seals and/or identifying marks have remained intact.
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	Answer to Question 2:

	
	When a road vehicle or combination of vehicles is carrying out a TIR transport, one rectangular plate bearing the inscription “TIR” shall be affixed to the front and another to the rear of the road vehicle or combination of vehicles. 

These plates shall be so placed as to be clearly visible. 

They shall be removable or be fitted or designed in such a way that these plates can be reversed, covered, folded or indicate in any other manner that a TIR transport is not carried out.

 (See article 16 of the TIR Convention.)

	
	


Transporting Heavy Or Bulky Goods

Heavy or Bulky goods are objects which because of their weight, size or nature are not normally carried in a closed vehicle or container. 

· ‘Heavy or bulky goods are defined in Article 1(p) of the TIR Convention and provisions made under Article 29.

· Customs may permit them to be carried by non-sealed vehicles

· No Road Vehicle Approval certificate is needed

· The TIR Carnet is marked with the words “heavy or bulky goods”

· See Section 3 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual for details.

Prohibited Goods

Holders must be aware that certain goods cannot be carried under the TIR System:

· Carrying alcohol and tobacco products under TIR is expressly prohibited regardless of their quantity or share of the load. (The exceptions are wine, beer and raw tobacco.)

· In addition, certain goods are prohibited from transport under the TIR System in European Union member States only.

See the terms of the Holder’s Declaration of Engagement and Section 4 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual for details.

High Risk Goods

The IRU, through the Issuing Associations, has designated certain goods as ‘high-risk’. Currently these goods are:

· Meats of any kind and origin, including livestock

· Milk, powered milk including powered milk for infants

· Butter and margarine

· Sugar

See Section 4 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual for a current list of commodities and HS (commodity classification) codes.

The Rules relating to high-risk goods apply when these constitute more than 10% of the load carrying capacity of the vehicle.

The Rules for carrying high-risk goods require:

· An additional guarantee from the TIR Carnet Holder

· The Association must be informed, and they issue TIR Carnets stamped with “MHR/HVG” on the manifest.

· Special precautions to be observed.

It is very important that Holders know what goods are regarded as ‘high-risk’ and they also know the Rules for transporting such goods. 

The Rules are in their TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual.

Obtaining TIR Carnets From Foreign Issuing Associations

Holders can request, in exceptional circumstances, their national Association to authorise another (foreign) Association to issue a TIR Carnet in the Holder’s name.

See Section 7 of the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual for conditions of issue.

Summary

· Approval may be given by Customs authorities for heavy or bulky goods to be carried without seal.

· The carrying of alcohol and tobacco is prohibited under the TIR System.

· Carrying certain high-risk goods under the TIR System within the EU is also prohibited.

· Certain listed goods, regarded as high-risk, may only be carried under certain specified conditions, including an additional guarantee.

· Associations may authorise a TIR Carnet Holder to obtain a TIR Carnet from a foreign Association.

Knowledge Test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Which goods are prohibited from the TIR system in all contracting parties?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 2: What are the procedures for transporting heavy or bulky goods under a TIR Carnet?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 3: Is it possible for a TIR operation to continue beyond the validity period of a TIR Carnet?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 4: What is the validity period of a TIR Carnet issued to a foreign TIR Carnet Holder?

	
	

	
	


Answers To The Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	Carrying alcohol and tobacco products under the TIR System is expressly prohibited regardless of their quantity or share of the load. (The exceptions are wine, beer and raw tobacco.)

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	· Customs may permit them to be carried by non-sealed vehicles

· No Road Vehicle Approval certificate is needed

· The TIR Carnet is marked with the words “heavy or bulky goods”

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	Provided the validity date has not expired, when the Customs office of departure accepts the TIR Carnet it will remain valid throughout the journey. 

This is until the termination of the TIR transport at the Customs office of destination, even if the validity date is passed during the journey.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 4:

	
	The validity of a TIR Carnet issued by a foreign Association may not exceed 10 days. No prolongation is allowed.

	
	


After Completing the Knowledge Test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((
(((On to the next unit(((



This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit System. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport Associations, Customs Authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR, with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 


�





Related Training Modules:  


Module 3:


�HYPERLINK "M3E%20Goods%20Destined%20for%20the%20European%20Union.doc" \o "Unit M3E"��Goods Destined for the European Union�


�HYPERLINK "M3F%20Other%20Limits%20or%20Restrictions%20on%20TIR%20Transports.doc" \o "Unit M3F"��Other Limits or Restrictions on TIR Transports�


Module 5: �HYPERLINK "M5C%20Suspension%20or%20Exclusion%20from%20TIR.doc" \o "Unit M5C"��Grounds for Suspension or Exclusion�








� References: 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Holder_Manual_1%20colonne_01082004.htm" \o "Holder's Manual"��The TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual�
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