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About This Unit:

This unit describes the purpose and the content of the Declaration of Engagement, which is the written undertaking given to an Association by a person (i.e. transport operator) that wishes to have access to the TIR System. 

This undertaking forms a part of the admission process for a TIR Carnet Holder.

Before You Start: 

You should have a good understanding of the principles and of the way the TIR system operates. 

If you are not familiar with the features of the scheme, particularly with the responsibilities of the TIR Carnet Holder under the TIR System, go first to Training Module 1
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The Aim of This Unit:

Is to:
· Give you an understanding of the formal or legal basis for the ‘Declaration of Engagement’
· Summarize the terms of the Declaration of Engagement
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Estimated Study Time:

This unit should take about 20 minutes to complete.

To Test Your Knowledge:

At page 3 you will find a short prior knowledge test. By answering these questions you can decide whether to go on with this unit or to return to look again at the topics recommended in the ‘Before You Start’ section, above.

At the end of this unit you will find a similar short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.
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Checking Your Prior Knowledge:

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: List 3 of the main roles and responsibilities of the TIR Carnet Holder

	
	1.

2.

3.
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	Question 2: List the 4 main actors in the TIR system

	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

	
	[image: image11.png]





[image: image12.png]


Answers To The Prior Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1: (any 3 of the following answers are correct)

	
	· Perform all TIR transports in conformity with the TIR Convention

· Fulfil all the requirements of the Declaration of Engagement

· Co-operate with Customs & Associations to resolve TIR irregularities

· Maintain records of TIR transports

· Immediate notification to Association of any problems in relation to TIR Carnets

· Comply with the conditions regarding TIR guarantees and claims.
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	Answer to Question 2:

	
	TIR Carnet Holder (Transport Operators), Customs Authorities, Associations, IRU

	
	


The Basis for The Declaration of Engagement

What is a Declaration of Engagement?

The TIR Convention establishes requirements and obligations for the users of the TIR system. (See unit A of Module 5, ‘Admission of TIR Carnet Holders to TIR System')

Part II of Annex 9 to the TIR Convention establishes minimum conditions and requirements for authorising access by users i.e. transport operators. 

These conditions include paragraph 1 (e), which requires:
An undertaking in a written declaration of commitment to the association that the person:

 (i)            will comply with all Customs formalities required under the TIR Convention at the Customs offices of departure, en route and of destination;
 (ii)           will pay the sums due, mentioned in article 8, paragraphs 1 and 2 of the TIR Convention, if requested to do so by the competent authorities in line with Article 8, paragraph 7 of the Convention;
 (iii)        will, as far as national legislation permits, allow associations to verify information on the above minimum conditions and requirements.
This undertaking, given by a TIR Carnet Holder to the issuing Association, is the ‘Declaration of Engagement’. 

When is the Declaration of Engagement Given?

It is very important that the applicant carefully reads the Declaration of Engagement and fully understands the undertaking that they are giving.
· After an application to join the TIR System is checked and approved by both the Association and Customs Authorities, the applicant is given two copies of the Declaration of Engagement to sign.

· The applicant signs both copies.

· The applicant company keeps one copy and gives the other signed copy to the national Issuing Association.
The Terms of the Declaration of Engagement

The (very long) title is the:

‘Declaration of Engagement by the Transport Company for Admission to the TIR Customs System and Authorization to use Ordinary TIR Carnets’.

The Terms of the Declaration

Very briefly, in the declaration, the TIR Carnet Holder, (i.e. the ‘Holder’ being the legal entity giving the Declaration of Engagement), in consideration of being admitted to the TIR Customs system, gives an undertaking to the Association to observe the rules within the Declaration of Engagement and as notified by the Association.
In the Declaration of Engagement the Holder
· Recognises the nature of the TIR Carnet and liability in respect of claims; and

Commits to complying with:

· The General Rules

 And with the provisions for:

· Relations between the Holder and the Customs authorities

· Relations between the Holder and the Association.

The Declaration includes a statement of the ‘Grounds for Withdrawing Access to TIR Carnets’, (i.e. a Holder’s access to the scheme may be withdrawn if the Rules are not complied with).

The above is a very simple synopsis of the Declaration of Engagement. The Declaration is not a long document, so you should read in full the terms, particularly if you are undergoing this training as a TIR Carnet Holder or TIR Carnet Holder applicant.

For the full text see Declaration of Engagement
Summary

The Declaration of Engagement is a written undertaking of commitment given by a TIR Carnet Holder to the TIR Carnet Issuing Association.

The undertaking is a condition of admission to the TIR System, under the TIR Convention.

The TIR Carnet Holder in making the Declaration undertakes to comply with:

· All required Customs formalities and pay all sums due under the TIR Convention.

· All Rules imposed by the Issuing Association for the use and handling of TIR Carnets.

Knowledge Test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: What sanctions does the TIR Carnet Holder face if he does not respect the Declaration of Engagement? (Hint! Use the Declaration of Engagement)

	(
	He is reported to the World Customs Organisation

	(
	He can be excluded from the TIR system

	(
	He can be temporarily suspended from the TIR system

	(
	His receipt of additional TIR Carnets can be restricted, and be subject to additional guarantees

	(
	The travel visas of his drivers can be withdrawn

	
	

	
	Question 2: Give 3 of the main paragraph headings of the Declaration of Engagement

	
	1.

2.

3.



	
	


Answers To The Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	· His receipt of additional TIR Carnets can be restricted, and may be subject to additional guarantees.

· He can be temporarily suspended from the TIR system.

· He can be excluded from the TIR system.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2: (any 3 of the following answers are correct)

	
	· General Rules

· Relations between the Holder and the Customs Authorities

· Relations between the Holder and the Association

· Grounds for withdrawing access to TIR Carnets

· End of the Declaration of Engagement

· Jurisdiction Clause

	
	


After Completing the Knowledge Test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((
(((On to the next unit(((



This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit System. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport Associations, Customs Authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR, with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 
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Related Training Modules:  


Module 1. 


See �HYPERLINK "M1%20General%20Overview%20of%20TIR%20System.doc" \o "Unit M1"��General Overview of the TIR System� for details on the contents of training module 1.


Module 5. For TIR Carnet Holders


�HYPERLINK "M5A%20Admission%20of%20TIR%20Carnet%20Holders%20to%20TIR.doc" \o "Unit M5A"��Admission of TIR Carnet Holders to TIR�





 �References: 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Declaration%20of%20engagement_06112002_1%20colonne-A.doc" \o "Declaration of Engagement"��Declaration of Engagement�


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-9_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \l "A9_Part2" \o "Annex 9 Part 2"��Part II of Annex 9 to the TIR Convention�
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