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Unit F of Module 3
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About This Unit:

This unit explains provisions within the TIR Convention limiting transit to movement by road vehicle, and describes situations where a TIR transit movement may be suspended and then resumed.
Before You Start:

You need an understanding of international Customs transit and of the features of the TIR system as covered in training module 1. In particular, you should be familiar with the Principles and Benefits of the TIR system and Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention.

[image: image7.png]


The Aim of This Unit:

This unit describes important provisions of the TIR Convention: 

· Transport can be carried out either entirely or partly by road
· Transit where part of the journey is not by road transport
· Suspension of TIR for transit through the territory of non -TIR countries 

· Procedures and responsibilities where a TIR transport is suspended or resumed.
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Estimated Study Time:

This unit should take about 15 minutes to complete.

To Test Your Knowledge:

At the end of this unit you will find a short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.

In this training unit, read ‘Contracting Parties’ as meaning only those Contracting Parties with which a TIR operation can be established.

Limits on the Coverage of the TIR system 

TIR Convention 1975

The objective of the TIR Convention 1975 is stated as ‘Desiring to facilitate the carriage of goods entirely or partly by road’.

· Transport under a TIR Carnet is possible as long as at least part of the transport is carried out by road. (Multimodal transport is possible under the TIR Convention)
The TIR Carnet gives coverage only when the transport is within the territory of Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention. 

· The TIR Convention makes provisions for the movement of goods through countries that are not Contracting Parties

Transit Sectors Where Movement Is Not By Road Transport

It is not uncommon for a part of a transit movement to be made by another mode of transport.

The TIR Carnet can be used for road transit movements that move in part by sea or rail. 

· The TIR system can be suspended during the sea or rail element of the journey. 

· Control of the TIR Carnet would then resume at the first Customs office where the goods re-start their journey by road in a country with which a TIR operation can be established.
· Or, the TIR system can be used for the non-road leg, as long as “the national Customs authorities are in a position to ensure the proper treatment of the TIR Carnet at the following points (as applicable): entry (en route), exit (en route) and destination.” (See comment to Article 2 of the TIR Convention)  
Article 2 of the TIR Convention states that the Convention applies to the transport of goods, provided:

· Some part of the journey is made by road;

· There is no intermediate reloading of vehicles or containers;

· Transport is across one or more frontiers;

· and is between Customs office of departure and Customs office of destination of Contracting Parties.

Transit Through Non-TIR Countries 

‘Non-TIR Countries’ are those countries that have not acceded to the TIR Convention, 1975 or countries that have acceded to the TIR Convention, but with which a TIR operation cannot be established. 
See unit C of Module 1, ‘Contracting Parties ...’ if you would like a more detailed explanation of these terms and to understand what a “non-TIR” country is.

Article 26 of the TIR Convention provides for journeys where part of the transport takes place in the territory of a Non-Contracting Party.

· The TIR transport is suspended for that part of the transport

· The TIR Carnet is accepted for the resumption of the transport, provided the Customs seals and/or identifying marks are intact.  If they are not, Customs would check the goods and re-seal the load compartment, if necessary amending the Goods Manifests in the TIR Carnet and filling in the Certified Report (see Unit 2D for more details)
Transit To Countries That Are Non-TIR Countries

For goods leaving a Contracting Party under transit to a Non-Contracting Party the TIR operation is terminated at the office of exit from that Contracting Party. 
· The Customs office of exit hands the TIR Carnet back to the Holder and terminates the TIR operation.

Procedures and Responsibilities

Suspension and Resumption of TIR Transport

· Where the TIR transport is suspended, that Customs office is considered as the Customs office of exit en route

· Where the TIR transport is resumed, that Customs office is considered as the Customs office of entry en route

· For resumption, control continues on a voucher 1.

A TIR transport can be similarly suspended for a part of a journey if a simpler transit system is available in that territory.

See Article 26 of the TIR Convention for the full text.

The liability of the guaranteeing Association starts at the time the TIR Carnet is accepted at the Customs office of departure or en route, at the Customs office of entry. Subsequent liabilities start:

· when the goods enter another TIR country 

· if the TIR operation is suspended, at the time when the TIR Carnet is accepted by the Customs office where the TIR transport is resumed. See Article 8.4 of the TIR Convention.
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Summary

· Coverage under the TIR system is available when goods are moved entirely or partly by road transport. (Multimodal transport is possible under the TIR Convention)
· TIR transports can be suspended and resumed 

· Goods covered by a TIR Carnet can move through the territory of Non-Contracting Parties, although the TIR transport is suspended for that part of the journey.

· Goods covered by a TIR Carnet can move to a Non-Contracting Party. The TIR operation is terminated at the office of exit of the last Contracting Party en route with which TIR operations can be established. 

· The Guaranteeing Association is not liable for parts of the journey where the TIR transport is suspended. 
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Knowledge Test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

 You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Is it possible to use a TIR Carnet for road transit movements that move in part by sea or rail?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 2: What happens when one part of the road transit movement goes through the territory of a Non-Contracting Party? 

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 3: When does the liability of the guaranteeing Association start?

	(
	When the TIR Carnet is issued to the TIR Carnet Holder

	(
	When the sealed truck crosses the first international border

	(
	When the TIR Carnet is accepted at the Customs office of departure/entry en route

	
	

	
	Question 4: Is the guaranteeing Association liable for parts of the journey where the TIR transport is suspended?

	(
	YES

	(
	NO

	
	


Answers To The Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	Yes, it is possible. The TIR Carnet may be suspended during the sea or rail element of the journey. Control of the TIR Carnet can then resume at the first Customs office where the goods re-start their journey by road in a Contracting Party with which a TIR operation can be established.  Otherwise, the TIR System can be used.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	The TIR transport is suspended for that leg of the movement and the TIR Carnet will be taken into charge again at the Customs office of entry of the next Contracting Party, provided the Customs seals and/or identifying marks are intact.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	When the TIR Carnet is accepted at the Customs office of departure/entry en route.



	
	

	
	Answer to Question 4:

	
	NO, the guaranteeing Association is not liable for parts of the journey where the TIR transport is suspended.



	
	


After Completing the Knowledge Test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((
(((On to the next unit(((
This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit system. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport associations, Customs authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 
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Related Training Modules:  


Module 1:


� HYPERLINK "M1B Principles and Benefits of the TIR System.doc" ��Principles and Benefits of the TIR system�


� HYPERLINK "M1C Contracting Parties to the  TIR Convention.doc" ��Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention�


Module 3: 


� HYPERLINK "M3A Customs Transit  Operations.doc" ��Customs Transit Operations�


�HYPERLINK "M3B%20Description%20of%20Customs%20TIR%20Procedures.doc"��Description of Customs TIR Procedures�


� HYPERLINK "M3E Goods Destined for the European Union.doc" ��Goods Destined for the European Union� 





 � References: 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/TIR%20Convention%20phase%20II.htm" \l "Art_2"��Article 2 of the TIR Convention 1975�


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/TIR%20Convention%20phase%20II.htm" \l "Art_4"��Article 4 of the TIR Convention 1975�


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/TIR%20Convention%20phase%20II.htm" \l "Art_26"��Article 26 of the TIR Convention 1975�
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