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About This Unit:

This unit explains how movements under the TIR System can begin, end or be in transit through Community or Common Transit countries, and explains the use and purpose of the systems available in the European Union.
Before You Start:

You should know what ‘international Customs transit’ is, (see ‘Customs Transit Operations’), and have an understanding of the Principles and Benefits of the TIR system and of Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention.
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The Aim of This Unit:

To explain:

· That the European Community is a Contracting Party to the TIR Convention
· What the ‘Community transit’ and ‘Common transit’ countries are. 

· How TIR can be used for transports that begin, end or transit through Community or Common transit countries.
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Estimated Study Time:

This unit should take about 15 minutes to complete.

To Test Your Knowledge:

At the end of this unit you will find a short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.

Transit in the European Union

Each Member State of the EU is a Contracting Party to the TIR Convention, 1975. The European Community is also a Contracting Party and is a single Customs territory for TIR purposes.  There are 3 systems available for transporting goods across EU borders:
· Community Transit, i.e. the CT system, which applies to the 27 countries of the European Union;
· Common Transit, which allows goods to move between the European Union and the 4 EFTA countries; and
· The TIR System, allowing goods to enter and exit the territory of the European Union. Because the EU is a single territory for TIR, transports using the TIR System must involve at least one other TIR operational Contracting Party outside the European Union. (As the Community transit area is a single Customs territory, TIR Carnets are not used for goods that do not exit or enter the European Union). 
The IRU has developed a web based programme called NCTS-TIR (www.nctstir.org) which enables the transport operator to make the required electronic declarations for transports entering or exiting the EU countries. This electronic pre-declaration comprises all the necessary data elements for both TIR and the Community Transit Systems (the NCTS), and avoids the need to use the services of third parties at the border of the EU.  The information is then integrated into the NCTS system, allowing the transport to continue to its destination in the EU or the Customs office of Exit from the EU.
Community Transit Countries
Community transit covers the movements of goods wholly within the European Union.  The procedure is known as the NCTS (New Computerised Transit System)
The CT System is used for the transport of goods within this Customs territory, for example from Spain to Germany, without transiting Switzerland.  The map below outlines the area where the CT System can be used.
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Common Transit Countries
The ‘Common transit’ area is the 27 countries of the European Union, plus the four EFTA countries:
· Norway

· Iceland

· Switzerland
· Liechtenstein

‘Common Transit’ is the procedure used for extending the Community transit movements to, from or via EFTA countries. For example, goods passing from Germany to Italy via Switzerland could use the Common Transit System.  The map below outlines the area covered by Common Transit. 
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TIR and Community (CT) Transit

The TIR System can be used for goods that are exiting or entering the European Union.  The transport must involve another contracting party to the TIR Convention, implying that:
· A transit movement can begin and end in the Community if it exits the EU and re-enters the EU
For example:

· Goods routed to a Community country from a Community country via a non-Community country, e.g. a transit movement from Germany to Greece through Albania.
· The journey must include transit through a country within which a TIR operation can be established.
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TIR and Common Transit

TIR Carnets may be used for:
· A transit beginning and ending in two EFTA countries whether or not it transits the Community (i.e. Norway to Switzerland).

· A journey between an EFTA country and a European Community country, as an alternative to a CT operation (i.e. Spain to Switzerland).
Summary

· The EU is a TIR Contracting Party
· Transit within the 27 countries of the EU is called ‘Community transit’ (NCTS)
· ‘The Common Transit’ area is the EU, plus 4 EFTA countries

· A TIR transport may begin and/or end in the Community transit area provided it involves at least one other non-Community TIR Contracting Party with which a TIR operation can be established (i.e. France to Austria via Switzerland, or Russia to Germany and vice versa, etc.)
· A TIR transport may begin and/or end in an EFTA country, whether or not it transits the European Community, as long as at least 1 international border is crossed (i.e. Norway to Switzerland).
· The NCTS-TIR application can be used by transport operators to make the electronic pre-declaration for goods entering or exiting the EU countries
See also the training unit 3F: Other Limits or Restrictions on TIR Transports which explain procedures for transit where part of the journey is not by road transport and for transit of countries that are not TIR Contracting Parties with which a TIR operation can be established.

Knowledge Test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

 You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Is the European Community a Contracting Party to the TIR Convention?

	(
	YES

	(
	NO

	
	

	
	Question 2: What is Community transit?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 3: What is Common transit?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 4: Is it possible to use a TIR Carnet for a transport that will exclusively take place within the Community transit area?

	(
	YES

	(
	NO

	
	


	
	Question 5: Is it possible to use a TIR Carnet for a transport that will start/end/go through the Community or Common transit area?

	(
	YES

	(
	NO

	
	


Answers To The Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	YES

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	Community transit covers the movements of goods wholly within the European Union (27 countries).

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	Common transit covers the movement of goods within the European Union and the 4 EFTA countries (Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Liechtenstein).

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 4:

	
	NO

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 5:

	
	YES

	
	


After Completing the Knowledge Test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((
(((On to the next unit(((


This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit system. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport associations, Customs authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���


Related Training Modules:  


Module1:


�HYPERLINK "M1B%20Principles%20and%20Benefits%20of%20the%20TIR%20System.doc" \o "Unit M1B"��Principles and Benefits of the TIR system�


�HYPERLINK "M1C%20Contracting%20Parties%20to%20the%20%20TIR%20Convention.doc" \o "Unit M1C"��Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention�


Module 3:


�HYPERLINK "M3A%20Customs%20Transit%20%20Operations.doc" \o "Unit M3A"��Customs Transit Operations�


�HYPERLINK "M3B%20Description%20of%20Customs%20TIR%20Procedures.doc" \o "Unit M3B"��Description of Customs TIR Procedures�


For other limitations on TIR operations, such as non-road transit sections, or transit of or destinations within non-TIR countries, see: �HYPERLINK "M3F%20Other%20Limits%20or%20Restrictions%20on%20TIR%20Transports.doc" \o "Unit M3F"��Other Limits or Restrictions on TIR Operations�


� References: 


TIR Handbook, published by the UNECE


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html" ��http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html�
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