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Unit C of Module 3
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About This Unit:

This unit explains what is done with the TIR Carnet’s vouchers (volet) during TIR operations.

The content of this unit is similar to unit 3B, ‘Description of Customs TIR Procedures’, however here the focus is on the part that the TIR Carnet plays in Customs controls. These controls are based heavily on the proper handling of the vouchers within the TIR Carnet. 

Before You Start:

You should have a good understanding of the basics of Customs TIR control (as explained in unit 3B), and of the composition of the TIR Carnet and how its users fill it out. (See unit 1G, ‘The TIR Carnet’, and Module 2, ‘Filling out a TIR Carnet’.)
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The Aim of This Unit:

That you understand and are able to explain or demonstrate using a specimen TIR Carnet: 
· What happens to the vouchers and the other parts of the TIR Carnet during a TIR transport.

· How Customs use the TIR Carnet vouchers for control
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Estimated Study Time:

This unit should take about 20 minutes to complete.

To Test Your Knowledge:

At the end of this unit you will find a short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.

The TIR Carnet as a Control Document

For a quick review of the TIR Carnet, and who uses which parts, see unit A of module 2 and the topic ‘The TIR Carnet and Its Users’
In this unit the terms ‘Voucher’ and ‘Counterfoil’ are used. In French these parts of the TIR Carnet are called the ‘Volet’ and ‘Souche’.

The TIR Carnet contains two vouchers, (one white voucher and one green voucher), for each TIR operation.
When a TIR Carnet is first presented to a Customs office (of departure) the load is examined and the officer verifies the goods manifest data and affixes a seal to the vehicle or container.

· Entering seal data, then signing and stamping certifies all vouchers within the TIR Carnet. 

· Vouchers 1 are used for the start of the TIR operation; and 

· Vouchers 2 are used for the termination of the TIR operation.

· All counterfoils stay in the TIR Carnet

The terms ‘start of the TIR operation’ and ‘termination …’ are explained in unit 3B and defined in Article 1 (c) and (d) of the TIR Convention.

Example of Document Handling in a TIR Transport
The following series of diagrams demonstrates how the parts of the TIR Carnet are handled in a simple transit – one country of departure, one through transit country and one destination country – requiring a TIR Carnet with 6 vouchers.

The vouchers are in sets; each set with a voucher number 1 and number 2, with the pages numbered 1 to 6.

Remember: the yellow non-Customs Goods manifest stays within the TIR Carnet and so do all Counterfoils (souches).

Start Of The TIR Operation – Office Of Departure
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	Step 1.

The Holder presents the TIR Carnet to Customs – with the vehicle, goods and other documents.

The TIR Carnet is valid and correctly filled out by the Holder (See instructions in unit 2B)

Customs fill in boxes 16 and 17 on all vouchers (pages 1 to 6) to open the TIR Carnet.
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	Step 2.

Customs at departure fill in vouchers 1 and 2 (pages 1 and 2) and counterfoil 1 (page 1).
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Customs remove and retain voucher 1.
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	Step 3.

Customs return TIR Carnet to the Holder who commences the transit and goes to the office of exit.

(Cover, goods manifest, is not shown in this picture)


Exit From The Country Of Departure
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	Step 4.

At the office of exit the Holder presents the TIR Carnet (from step 3) to Customs – with the vehicle, goods and other documents – for control.
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	Step 5.

Customs at the office of exit fill in voucher 2 and counterfoil 2 
(page 2).
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Customs remove and retain voucher 2.

Customs separate the lower part, the ‘Certificate of termination of the TIR operation’ from the voucher and send it to the office of departure
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The office of exit retains voucher 2
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The Certificate is used to reconcile with voucher 1 data, to discharge the TIR operation
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	Step 6.

Customs return the TIR Carnet to the Holder who continues the transit by going to the office of entry of the through transit country. 




Entry Into The Through Transit Country
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	Step 7.

The Holder presents the TIR Carnet to Customs – with the vehicle, goods and other documents.
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	Step 8.

Customs at the office of entry start the TIR operation and fill in vouchers 1 and 2 (pages 3 and 4) and counterfoil 1 (page 3).

Customs remove and retain voucher 1.
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	Step 9.

Customs return TIR Carnet to the Holder who continues the transit and goes to the office of exit of the through transit country.




Exit From The Through Transit Country 
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	Step 10.

At the office of exit from the through transit country the Holder presents the TIR Carnet (from step 9) to Customs – with the vehicle, goods and other documents – for control
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	Step 11.

Customs at the office of exit fill in voucher 2 and counterfoil 2 (page 4).

Customs remove and retain voucher 2.

Customs separate the lower part, the ‘Certificate of termination of the TIR operation’ from the voucher and send it to the office of entry
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The office of exit retains voucher 2
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The Certificate is used to reconcile with voucher 1 data, to discharge the TIR operation
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	Step 12.

Customs return TIR Carnet to the Holder who commences the transit by going to the office of entry into the country of final destination. 




Entry Into The Country Of Final Destination
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	Step 13.

The Holder presents the TIR Carnet to Customs – with the vehicle, goods and other documents.
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	Step 14.

Customs at the office of entry start the TIR operation and fill in vouchers 1 and 2 (pages 5 and 6) and counterfoil 1 (page 5).

Customs remove and retain voucher 1.
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	Step 15.

Customs return TIR Carnet to the Holder who continues the transit and goes to the office of destination in the country of destination.




Office of Final Destination 
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	Step 16.

At the office of destination in the country of destination the Holder presents the TIR Carnet (from step 15) to Customs – with the vehicle, goods and other documents – for control
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	Step 17.

Customs at the office of destination fill in voucher 2 and counterfoil 2 (page 6). Customs remove and retain voucher 2. 
Customs separate the lower part, the ‘Certificate of termination of the TIR operation’ from the voucher and send it to the office of entry
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The office of destination retains Voucher 2
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The Certificate is used to reconcile with voucher 1 data, to discharge the TIR operation

	TIR termination data (SafeTIR data) is sent electronically to the SafeTIR database to confirm termination.
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	Step 18.

Customs return TIR Carnet to the Holder.

The transit is now completed.

The Holder returns the used TIR Carnet to the Association that issued it.


	Remember:

In this case you had a TIR Carnet with 6 vouchers and all of these vouchers were used in transit operations.

You may have a TIR Carnet with extra vouchers. All unused vouchers must remain in the TIR Carnet and are returned to the Association.


Summary

· Two vouchers are required for each TIR operation.

· Each Customs office involved in TIR operations during the transit carries out its own controls (according to the TIR Convention)

· The TIR Carnet and the vouchers are where Customs record the control results

· Customs offices of departure or entry en route start the TIR operation for that country; they endorse vouchers 1 and 2 and retain voucher 1.

· Customs offices of exit en route or of destination terminate the TIR operation for that country and retain voucher 2. The lower part of voucher 2, the certificate of termination of the TIR operation, is sent to the Customs offices of departure or entry en route.
· The data from the certificate of termination are matched with the data from voucher 1 for the discharge of the TIR operation.

· At the end of the transit the Holder returns the used TIR Carnet to the Issuing Association.
· TIR termination data (SafeTIR) is sent electronically to the SafeTIR database to confirm termination.
Knowledge Test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

 You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: How many vouchers are required for each TIR operation?

	(
	One voucher

	(
	Two vouchers

	(
	Two vouchers per country of departure and destination and one voucher per country of transit

	
	

	
	Question 2: What happens with any extra vouchers that remained unused during the TIR transport?

	(
	All unused vouchers must remain in the TIR Carnet 

	(
	All unused vouchers must be removed by the TIR Carnet Holder 

	(
	All unused vouchers must be removed by the Customs office of destination 

	
	

	
	Question 3: What happens with the TIR Carnet after completion of the TIR transport?

	(
	The Customs office of destination will return the TIR Carnet to the IRU

	(
	The TIR Carnet Holder keeps the TIR Carnet as proof for the correct termination of the transit operation

	(
	The TIR Carnet Holder returns the TIR Carnet to the Issuing Association, who after applying some checks will return the TIR Carnet to the IRU.

	
	


Answers To The Knowledge Test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	Two vouchers are required for each TIR Operation.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	All unused vouchers must remain in the TIR Carnet.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	The TIR Carnet Holder returns the TIR Carnet to the Issuing Association, who after applying some checks will return the TIR Carnet to the IRU.

	
	


After Completing the Knowledge Test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((

(((On to the next unit(((

This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit system. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport associations, Customs authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���


Related Training Modules:  


Module 1: � HYPERLINK "M1 General Overview of TIR System.doc" \o "Introduction to training module 1 and a listinf of the topics within the units of the module" ��General Overview of the TIR system�


�HYPERLINK "M1A Introduction  to the TIR Convention.doc" \o "Unit 1A: 'Introduction to the TIR Convention'"��Introduction to the TIR Convention�


�HYPERLINK "M1B Principles and Benefits of the TIR System.doc" \o "unit 1B: 'Principles and Benefits of the TIR System'"��Principles and Benefits of the TIR system�


�HYPERLINK "M1F The TIR carnet.doc" \o "unit 1F: ' The TIR Carnet'"��The TIR Carnet�


Module 2: � HYPERLINK "M2A Filling out the Carnet - Associations.doc" \o "The roles of the Associations, Customs and Carnet Holders in entering information into the Carnet document" ��Filling out the TIR Carnet�


Module 3: �HYPERLINK "M3%20Description%20of%20a%20TIR%20Transport.doc" \o "Listing of the units and the topics covered within module 3"��Description of a TIR Transport�


� HYPERLINK "M3A Customs Transit  Operations.doc" \o "An explanation, at a very basic level, of what international Customs transit is." ��Customs Transit Operations�


�HYPERLINK "M3B%20Description%20of%20Customs%20TIR%20Procedures.doc" \o "Unit 3B: 'Description of Customs TIR Control Procedures'"��Description of Customs TIR Procedures�


�HYPERLINK "M3D%20Termination%20and%20Discharge%20of%20a%20TIR%20Operation.doc" \o "This unit describes actions involved in the finalisation of the TIR Operation"��Termination and Discharge of a TIR Operation�





� References: 


The TIR Handbook (UNECE)


�HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html" \o "UNECE website"��http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html�


The TIR Convention, 1975�(reproduced within the Handbook) –�HYPERLINK "../Reference/TIR%20Handbook%202007/example%20of%20a%20TIR%20Carnet%20duly%20filled%20in.pdf" \o "Filled in TIR Carnet" \t "_blank"�� See example of a completed TIR Carnet used for a TIR transport with partial loading and unloading�


PowerPoint presentation: ‘�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Customs%20TIR%20Procedures.ppt" \o "Customs TIR Procedures PowerPoint"��Customs TIR Procedures.ppt�’
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