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About this unit:

An absolute basic principle of the TIR System is that it must be possible, through the use of a Customs seal, to secure the goods carried in containers or in load compartments of road vehicles.

The topics within this unit give you an outline of the security requirements, without going into the detailed and highly technical specifications, which you will find in the Annexes to the TIR Convention.

Before you start:

You should have a basic understanding of international Customs transit and of the design purpose and the principles of the TIR System.

You also need access to the text of the TIR Convention and Annexes to the Convention, (e.g. TIR Handbook).
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The aim of this unit:

Is that you understand and can explain: 
· The objectives in specifying technical conditions for acceptable road vehicles
· The benefits to Customs authorities and transport operators of securing the goods with Customs seals

· Approval Certificates

· Where to find details on the technical conditions for road vehicles 
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Estimated study time:

This unit should take about 20 minutes to complete.

To test your knowledge:

At page 3 you will find a short prior knowledge test. 
By answering these questions you can decide whether to go on with this unit or to return to look again at the topics recommended in the ‘Before you start’ section, above.

At the end of this unit you will find a similar short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.

(This page is intentionally blank)
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Checking your prior knowledge:

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Does the TIR Carnet include special features intended to minimise the risk of forgery? 
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	Question 2: Explain in one sentence the principle of "Secure vehicles and containers"?
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	Question 3: Can the TIR Carnet be used for the 3 types of international Customs transit (‘outward transit’, ‘through transit’ and ‘inward transit’)? 

	(
	No, the TIR Carnet can only be used for ‘through transit’

	(
	Yes, the TIR Carnet can be used for all 3 types of transit

	(
	No, the TIR Carnet can only be used for ‘outward transit’

	(
	No, the TIR Carnet can only be used for ‘inward transit’
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Answers to the prior knowledge test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	Yes the TIR Carnet has several visual security elements incorporated in its design.



	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	TIR goods must be carried in approved containers or load compartments that are constructed so that there is no access to the interior when externally sealed with a Customs seal and if tampered with, this will be clearly visible.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	Yes, the TIR Carnet can be used for all 3 types of transit



	
	


Approval of vehicles and containers

The TIR Convention requires that goods be carried in
· containers, or in
· the load compartments of road vehicles,
which are so constructed that there is no access to the interior (of the container or compartment) when secured by Customs seal - and that any tampering will be clearly visible.
To achieve this:

The TIR Convention sets out standards of construction and of approval procedures, and:
· Goods may only be carried under a TIR Carnet if the vehicle’s load compartment or the container is approved (unless Heavy & Bulky goods are being carried under an endorsed Carnet)
· If the container or load compartment meets the requirements, national approval or inspection authorities issue ‘Approval Certificates’
· Valid ‘Approval Certificate(s)’ must be carried in the vehicle and produced at Customs, together with all other transport and goods related documents, during a TIR transit movement

Article 12 and Article 13.1 of the TIR Convention contain the requirements for meeting the conditions set out for approval of vehicles and containers. 

Transport Containers approved under other Customs Conventions are accepted for transport of goods under TIR without further approval. See Article 13.2. If you want to find the details of these Conventions, see the World Customs Organisation web site 
www.wcoomd.org/home_about_us_conventionslist.htm
National authority approval 

When a country (Contracting Party) implements the TIR System, the government of that country has the responsibility to establish or designate a national authority for the inspection and approval of road vehicles and containers.

The procedure for approval of road vehicles is in Annex 3 to the TIR Convention. 

· Road vehicles may be approved individually; or

· By design type (series of road vehicles)

The model certificate of approval of a road vehicle is in Annex 4 to the TIR Convention. 

Customs seals

If you are not familiar with Customs seals - a Customs seal is a device that can be fitted to the door closure of a container or load compartment, or to a rope end or eyelet, so that the door cannot be opened, or the interior of the load compartment accessed, without the seal being broken. (For details of fittings that can take seals, see figures 1 to 4 and article 2b in Annex 2 to the TIR Convention. 

Customs seals have unique identifying numbers and come in various shapes or designs.

The following picture shows some examples of seals similar to the types used by Customs.
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Why have such detailed technical conditions?

When a road vehicle or container meets the strict conditions set down in the TIR Convention, and has therefore obtained a ‘Certificate of Approval’, Customs may approve the TIR transit movement.

· At the start of the TIR operation, Customs inspect the goods, verify against the details in the TIR Carnet, and then seal the container or load compartment.
(Article 19 of the TIR Convention.)

· The container or load compartment must be designed in such a way that the interior can be accessed only by breaking the Customs seal – or by leaving obvious signs of damage or tampering.

· En-route, Customs authorities as a general rule accept the intact Customs seals as proof that the goods are complete – as described in the TIR Carnet.
(Article 22 of the TIR Convention.) 

Benefits through load security

Benefits include: -

For Customs Authorities: 
Confidence in the accuracy of the declaration (TIR Carnet) – i.e. acceptance of the TIR basic principle of “Mutual recognition of Customs controls” which leads to huge saving in resources by minimizing the need for physical inspection of goods while in transit.

For the transport industry: 
Delays and costs of transit are reduced through accelerated Customs procedures; 

Goods can move across international frontiers through any TIR country (55 countries in 2007) with minimum intervention.

The Annexes to the TIR Convention

As mentioned in the introduction to this unit, the conditions or requirements for container or road vehicle security and approval are highly technical. 

This topic introduces only the absolute basics and lists the main headings within the Annexes.

Depending on your personal interests and own role in TIR, you may not need to know more than the basic principles, which are described in Article 1 of Annex 2 to the TIR Convention and are repeated below: 
Annex 2 

REGULATIONS ON TECHNICAL CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO ROAD VEHICLES WHICH MAY BE ACCEPTED FOR INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT UNDER CUSTOMS SEAL

Article 1

Basic principles

‘Approval for the international transport of goods under Customs seal may be granted only to vehicles, the load compartments of which are constructed and equipped in such a manner that:

(a) No goods can be removed from or introduced into, the sealed part of the vehicle without leaving obvious traces of tampering or without breaking the Customs seal;

(b)  Customs seals can be simply and effectively affixed to them;

(c) they contain no concealed spaces where goods may be hidden;

(d) all spaces capable of holding goods are readily accessible for Customs
             inspection.’
Article 2 - Structure of load compartments

Article 3 - Sheeted vehicles

Article 4 - Vehicles with sliding sheets

Annex 3 
PROCEDURE FOR THE APPROVAL OF ROAD VEHICLES COMPLYING WITH THE TECHNICAL CONDITIONS SET FORTH IN THE REGULATIONS CONTAINED IN ANNEX 2 … 
GENERAL

PROCEDURE FOR INDIVIDUAL APPROVAL 
PROCEDURE FOR APPROVAL BY DESIGN TYPE (SERIES OF ROAD VEHICLES)

PROCEDURE FOR ENDORSEMENT OF THE CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL

Annex 4 - MODEL CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL OF A ROAD VEHICLE
Annex 5 – TIR PLATES
Annex 6 - EXPLANATORY NOTES

Sketches that relate in particular to Annex 2 and specify construction techniques.

Annex 7 - REGARDING APPROVAL OF CONTAINERS

Part I

REGULATIONS ON TECHNICAL CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO CONTAINERS WHICH MAY BE ACCEPTED FOR INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT UNDER CUSTOMS SEAL

Article 1 - Basic principles

(Similar basic principles apply to containers as they do for load compartments)

Article 2 - Structure of containers

Article 3 - Containers capable of being folded or dismantled

Article 4 - Sheeted containers

Article 5 - Containers with sliding sheets (Sketches)

Part II

PROCEDURES FOR THE APPROVAL OF CONTAINERS COMPLYING WITH TECHNICAL CONDITIONS PRESCRIBED IN PART I 
General

Provisions common to both approval procedures

Special provisions for approval by design type at the manufacturing stage

Special provisions for approval at a stage subsequent to manufacture

Appendix 1 - Models of Approval plates – English and French versions

Appendices 2 & 3 - Models of certificates of approval 

Part III - EXPLANATORY NOTES
Remember, depending on your own role in TIR, you may need to know more details on container and vehicle/load compartment security specifications and the approval processes. In that case, please go to the Annexes and read also the Explanatory Notes and Comments

TIR plates

When a vehicle is carrying out a TIR transport, plates with the inscription “TIR” must be fixed to the front and the rear of the vehicle. 

This is a requirement of the TIR Convention. See Article 16. 

The TIR plates must conform to the specifications given in Annex 5 to the TIR Convention.

The plates must be removed (or can be covered) when a TIR Transport is not being carried out.  The specifications include size and colours.
Summary

· For TIR operations, goods must be carried in secure containers or within secure load compartments of road vehicles

· This allows goods to move across international frontiers with minimum intervention with, usually, no need for physical inspection
· The TIR Convention sets out construction standards for vehicles and containers

· Each government establishes a national authority for the inspection and approval of containers and road vehicles

· The conditions for approval, and models of ‘Approval Certificates’ are found in Annexes 2 to 7 of the TIR Convention

· All vehicles carrying goods under cover of a TIR Carnet, must display a “TIR” plate, at the front and rear of the vehicle
Knowledge test 

To test your knowledge of the contents of this unit, please answer the following questions.

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Where can I find details on the technical conditions for road vehicles and the model certificate of approval of road vehicles?

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 2: Who is responsible for the inspection and approval of road vehicles and containers and for the issue of the certificate of approval of road vehicles? 

	(
	IRU

	(
	Each Contracting Party must establish or designate a national authority

	(
	National Guaranteeing Association

	(
	International Touring and Automobile Club

	
	

	
	Question 3: What must the TIR Carnet Holder do with the approval certificate once he has shown it to the Customs office of departure? 

	
	

	
	

	
	Question 4: Where does the TIR plate have to be fixed on the vehicle?

	
	

	
	


Answers to the knowledge test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	In the TIR Convention, Annexes 2 to 7.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	Each Contracting Party must establish or designate a national authority 

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	The valid certificate of approval must be carried in the vehicle until the end of the TIR transport.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 4:

	
	TIR plates must be fixed to the front and to the rear of the vehicle.

	
	


After completing the knowledge test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((
(((On to the next unit(((



This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit system. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport associations, Customs authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System.
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Related Training Modules:  


Module 1:


�HYPERLINK "M1A%20Introduction%20%20to%20the%20TIR%20Convention.doc" \o "Unit M1 A"��Introduction to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "M1B%20Principles%20and%20Benefits%20of%20the%20TIR%20System.doc" \o "Unit M1 B"��Principles and Benefits of the TIR System�


Module 3:


�HYPERLINK "M3A%20Customs%20Transit%20%20Operations.doc" \o "Unit M3 A"��Customs Transit Operations�





� References: 


TIR Convention, 1975 


TIR Handbook published by UNECE.


�HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html" \o "UNECE website"��http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html� 


English language extracts:


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-2_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \o "Annex 2"��Annex 2 to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-3_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \o "Annex 3"��Annex 3 to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-4_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \o "Annex 4"��Annex 4 to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-5_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \o "Annex 5"��Annex 5 to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-6_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \o "Annex 6"��Annex 6 to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-7_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \o "Annex 7"��Annex 7 to the TIR Convention� 
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