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About this unit:

The use of a standard format international Customs document – the TIR Carnet – is a basic principle of the TIR System. 

This unit discusses the general function of the TIR Carnet, the part that it plays in the control of TIR operations, and the related provisions within the TIR Convention. 

Training Modules 2 and 3, ‘Filling in a TIR Carnet’ and ‘Description of a TIR Operation’ give a much more detailed description of how the document is used by TIR Carnet Holders and Customs Authorities.

Before you start:

You should have a basic understanding of international Customs transit and of the design purpose and the principles of the TIR System.

You also need a copy of a specimen TIR Carnet.  If you do not have a printed specimen copy, you can print a simulated version from the file Example TIR Carnet.pdf
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The aim of this unit:

For you to be able to: 
· Explain what a TIR Carnet is and the main purpose it serves in the TIR System
· Say where to find in the TIR Convention the formal ‘model’ of the TIR Carnet
· Identify and name the different parts of the TIR Carnet
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Estimated study time:

This unit should take about 25 minutes to complete.

To test your knowledge:

At page 3 you will find a short prior knowledge test. By answering these questions you can decide whether to go on with this unit or to return to look again at the topics recommended in the ‘Before you start’ section, above.

At the end of this unit you will find a similar short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.
(This page is intentionally blank)
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Checking your prior knowledge:

You can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Is the TIR Carnet one of the 6 principles (pillars) of the TIR Convention?

	(
	YES

	(
	NO
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	Question 2: When was the basis for SafeTIR created?

	(
	1985

	(
	1995

	(
	2000

	(
	2001
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	Question 3: Which actor is the first in line to pay claims for Customs duties and taxes?

	(
	IRU

	(
	TIRExB

	(
	Guaranteeing Association

	(
	TIR Carnet Holder
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Answers to the prior knowledge test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	YES

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	1995



	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	TIR Carnet Holder



	
	


The use of the TIR Carnet is a basic principle of TIR

In describing the basic principles of TIR, the TIR Handbook states:

“Goods should be accompanied by an internationally accepted Customs document (TIR Carnet), opened in the country of departure and serving as a Customs control document in the countries of departure, transit and destination;”

Facts on TIR Carnets: 
· The TIR Carnet is an international Customs document;

· All TIR transit movements are made under cover of a TIR Carnet;

· The TIR Carnet is the administrative backbone of the TIR System;

· Printing of TIR Carnets is organised by the IRU and the IRU distributes the TIR Carnets to the National Issuing Associations;
· TIR Carnets are only issued to approved Holders by their National Issuing Association.
· The TIR Carnet proves the existence of an international guarantee; and, as such:
· TIR Carnets are strictly accounted for – all TIR Carnets (used and unused) must be returned promptly by Holders to the issuing Association; and

· Lost or stolen TIR Carnets must be promptly reported to the Issuing Association.
TIR Terminology
The TIR Convention specifies certain vocabulary which you will see repeated throughout the distance learning package. These terms are described under Article 1 of the TIR Convention.  Those used repeatedly in this training are explained below. It is important to understand the difference between a TIR transport and a TIR operation, and between termination and discharge.
· The term "TIR transport" shall mean the transport of goods from a Customs office of departure to a Customs office of destination under the procedure, called the TIR procedure, laid down in this Convention;

· The term “TIR operation” shall mean the part of a TIR transport that is carried out in a Contracting Party from a Customs office of departure or entry (en route) to a Customs office of destination or exit (en route);

· The term “termination of a TIR operation” shall mean that the road vehicle, the combination of vehicles or the container have been presented for purposes of control to the Customs office of destination or of exit (en route) together with the load and the TIR Carnet relating thereto;

· The term “discharge of a TIR operation” shall mean the recognition by Customs authorities that the TIR operation has been terminated correctly in a Contracting Party. This is established by the Customs authorities on the basis of a comparison of the data or information available at the Customs office of destination or exit (en route) and that available at the Customs office of departure or entry (en route);
The TIR Carnet

The Formal or Legal Basis for the TIR Carnet

Article 3 of the TIR Convention states:
“ …

(b)
the transport operations must be guaranteed by associations approved in accordance with the provisions of Article 6 and must be performed under cover of a TIR Carnet, which shall conform to the model reproduced in Annex 1 to this Convention”.

As you see, the model of the TIR Carnet is found in Annex 1 to the TIR Convention, 1975. 

You should look at this, to make sure you know where to find it, if needed.

You will find a copy of Annex 1 in Section 2 of the TIR Handbook. (If you are working on-screen, an electronic version of Annex 1 is available.) 

Annex 1 specifies the language used in the TIR Carnet, and the accompanying Explanatory Note and Comments contain practical information on the use of the document. However, this information is more relevant to the topics within Training Modules 2 and 3.

The Composition of the TIR Carnet

The TIR Carnet is a multi-page document set. It is a bound document so that individual pages cannot be easily separated.
It consists of a:
· Front cover page; (containing on the inside the Rules regarding the use of the TIR Carnet in French)
· Goods manifest page, usually in the local language of the Issuing Association;

· Voucher /Counterfoil (Volet/’Souche’) pages. These are in sets of two - one white and one green page;

· Certified Report Form (‘Procès-verbal de constat’) form; and 

· Back cover page, (containing on the inside the ‘Rules regarding the use of the TIR Carnet’ in English)

· It is possible to have the ‘Rules regarding the use of the TIR Carnet’ in the same (national) language as the Goods manifest page, printed on the back of the Certified Report Form.

Take time now to look through your specimen TIR Carnet, or the pages of the on-screen simulation . 

Vouchers and counterfoils

TIR Carnets have a set of two vouchers and two counterfoils for each TIR operation in each country, i.e. one white and one green page.

As part of the Customs control process, vouchers are progressively removed from the TIR Carnet as the transit movement proceeds. The counterfoil, (i.e. the bottom section of the page), always remains in place within the TIR Carnet.

The operational and control aspects of using the TIR Carnet are explained in Training Modules 2 and 3.   

Issue of TIR Carnets to authorised transport operators

TIR Carnets are only issued to authorised transport operators and the issue and use of the TIR Carnet is subject to strict conditions.

TIR Carnets are available with 4, 6, 14 or 20 vouchers (the choice depends on the number of countries of transit).

The units of Training Module 5, ‘Procedures for TIR Carnet Holders’, and the TIR Carnet Holder’s Manual, (issued by National Issuing Associations), explains the period of validity of TIR Carnets, goods and guarantee limitations, time limits on returns and record keeping and incident reporting requirements.

The presentation of a valid TIR Carnet, properly filled in, is in itself the proof of the existence and validity of the guarantee.

The TIR Carnet Holder fills in the document with the details of the transit movement and presents the TIR Carnet, the road vehicle and/or secure container, the approval certificate, the goods and any other relevant documents to Customs at the office of departure.

The TIR Carnet is presented to subsequent Customs offices of transit and to the Customs office(s) at destination. 

These procedures are described in Training Modules 2 and 3.

At the end of the TIR transport, the TIR Carnet Holder returns the TIR Carnet certified as terminated to the Issuing Association.

The National Association returns all TIR Carnets to the IRU.

Security elements

As mentioned above, a valid TIR Carnet is a proof of guarantee, so the document itself has significant value. 

· TIR Carnet Holders are instructed to keep TIR Carnets secure and protect them against loss or theft.

· To minimise the risk of forgery of TIR Carnets, the printed document has a number of visual security elements incorporated in the design.

· Security measures include features such as embossed emblems, special printed styles, barcodes and watermarks on every page.

The IRU, the International Organisation responsible for the printing and distribution of TIR Carnets, provides information to Customs authorities on the incorporated security elements, including Guide brochures to assist Customs officers in the identification of valid TIR Carnets.

Summary

· The TIR Carnet is an internationally accepted Customs document that accompanies goods moving under the TIR transit system

· The model of the TIR Carnet is in Annex 1 to the TIR Convention

· The use of the TIR Carnet is one of the basic principles of the TIR System.

· The TIR Carnet is the administrative backbone of the TIR System;

· The TIR Carnet is proof of existence of an internationally valid guarantee

· TIR Carnets are strictly accounted for
· TIR Carnets are only issued to authorised TIR Carnet Holders
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Knowledge test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

 You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: Which one of the following statements is true? 

	(
	The TIR Carnet is printed and distributed in country by every national Association.

	(
	The TIR Carnet is an international Customs document and constitutes the proof of existence of an internationally valid guarantee.

	(
	Every transport operator with an international licence can start using TIR Carnets.

	
	

	
	Question 2: Who defines the model of the TIR Carnet?

	(
	The TIR Convention, Annex 1, defines the basics of the model and each country can print it, adding more data according to national requirements.

	(
	The TIR Convention, Annex 1

	(
	The TIRExB

	(
	The IRU

	
	

	
	Question 3: Which type of TIR Carnet should a transport operator choose to use for a TIR transport crossing 7 countries (country of departure and destination included)?

	(
	TIR Carnet with 4 vouchers

	(
	TIR Carnet with 6 vouchers

	(
	TIR Carnet with 14 vouchers

	(
	TIR Carnet with 20 vouchers

	
	

	
	Question 4: Can any transport operator start to use TIR Carnets?

	
	

	
	


Answers to the knowledge test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	The TIR Carnet is an international Customs document and constitutes the proof of existence of an internationally valid guarantee.

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	The TIR Convention, Annex 1



	
	

	
	Answer to Question 3:

	
	TIR Carnet with 14 vouchers



	
	

	
	Answer to Question 4:

	
	No, only transport operators who have successfully gone through the admission process with the national Association and have received final authorisation from national Customs Authorities can start using TIR Carnets. This is in line with the principle of "Controlled Access".

The issue and use of TIR Carnets is subject to strict conditions.

	
	


After completing the knowledge test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((
(((On to the next unit(((



This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit system. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport associations, Customs authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 
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Related Training Modules:  


Module 1: 


�HYPERLINK "M1A%20Introduction%20%20to%20the%20TIR%20Convention.doc" \o "Unit M1 A"��Introduction to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "M1B%20Principles%20and%20Benefits%20of%20the%20TIR%20System.doc" \o "Unit M1 B"��Principles and benefits of the TIR System�


�HYPERLINK "M1C%20Contracting%20Parties%20to%20the%20%20TIR%20Convention.doc" \o "Unit M1C"��Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "M1D%20TIR%20Guarantee%20Chain%20and%20Contractual%20Relationships.doc" \o "Unit M1 D"��TIR ‘guarantee’ system and contractual relationships�


�HYPERLINK "M1E%20Roles%20and%20Responsibilities%20of%20TIR%20Actors.doc" \o "Unit M1 E"��Roles and responsibilities of the actors in the TIR System�


Module 2: � HYPERLINK "M2A%20Filling%20out%20the%20Carnet%20-%20Associations.doc" \o "Unit M2A" ��Filling in a TIR Carnet�


Module 3: 


�HYPERLINK "M3A%20Customs%20Transit%20%20Operations.doc" \o "Unit M3 A"��Customs transit operations�


� HYPERLINK "M3%20Description%20of%20a%20TIR%20Transport.doc" \o "Unit M3 A-UNECE example" ��Description of a TIR Operation�








 �References: 


File �HYPERLINK "Example%20TIR%20Carnet.pdf" \o "short text with realistic image of all pages"��Example TIR Carnet.pdf� (Acrobat Reader required)


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Rules-Use_TIR-carnet-A-phaseII-022001.doc" \o "Rules regarding the use of the TIR Carnet"��Rules regarding the use of the TIR Carnet�


The TIR Handbook (UNECE):


�HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html" \o "UNECE website"��http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html�


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/Annex-1_TIR-Convention-2005-ENG.htm" \o "Annex 1"��Annex 1 to TIR Convention, 1975


�Brochure: ‘Guide to the visual security elements of the TIR Carnet’ (Published and distributed by the IRU).
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