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Unit C of Module 1
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About this unit:

This unit explains the TIR Convention descriptions ‘Contracting Parties’ and ‘Non-Contracting Parties’ and tells you where to find a full list of the countries between which a TIR transit operation can be established.

Before you start:  

You should have a basic understanding of the purpose of the TIR System, as explained in unit 1 of module 1, ‘General overview of the TIR System’.
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The aim of this unit:

1. Is for you to understand and be able to explain the following:

· What (who) is a ‘Contracting Party’? 

· Where to find the requirements for becoming a ‘Contracting Party’
· Where to find a current list of ‘Contracting Parties’

· What the difference is between ‘Contracting Parties’ and ‘Countries with which a TIR operation can be established’
2. For you to be able to say – by using your reference material - if a TIR operation can be established between certain (named) countries.
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Estimated study time:

This unit should take about 15 minutes to complete.
To test your knowledge:

At the end of this unit you will find a short test. This allows you to check the knowledge that you have gained and to see if you should revisit any sections before you move on to the next training unit or module in your course.

The TIR Convention, 1975, and Contracting Parties

The TIR Convention is an international Customs Convention between Contracting Parties.

‘Contracting Parties’ are those States or other entities that have ratified the TIR Convention.

In brief, Article 52 of the TIR Convention declares that all States that are Members of the United Nations (and others) may become Contracting Parties to this Convention. 
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The process for signing and accession is described in Article 52.

However, because a State ratifies and becomes a Contracting Party does not mean that they can or will automatically participate in the TIR System.

A TIR ‘infrastructure’ must be set up to implement the TIR System within a country.

States that have not signed the TIR Convention, are called ‘Non-Contracting Parties’.

Contracting Parties with which a TIR operation can be established 

The TIR Convention is the framework that sets out the rules, operating procedures and the relationships between the parties with an interest in TIR.

Operating the TIR System
These ‘interested parties’, which include government authorities, transport operators and representative associations, (both national and international), must enter into a complex series of arrangements and formal agreements before the TIR System can be implemented in a country. 

An essential element is participation in the international guarantee system.

The requirements for national operation of the TIR System are described in the TIR Handbook, (see Section 1.9 in particular), and are explained in units 1D and 1E, i.e. ‘TIR guarantee chain and contractual relationships’ and ‘Roles and responsibilities of the actors Involved in the TIR System’.

When can a TIR operation be established?
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It is important to note at this stage that to participate in TIR there is much more involved than a country merely acceding to the Convention, or in other words, becoming a ‘Contracting Party’.

A TIR operation can only be established with Contracting Parties (countries) which have all the agreements and mechanisms in place for TIR.

Countries are listed as: 
· Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention; and 

· Those Contracting Parties (countries) with which a TIR transit operation can be established.

Coverage – Europe and adjoining regions

This map gives you a quick idea of the geographic coverage of TIR.
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For an accurate listing of Contracting Parties you must check your up-to-date reference sources. (See below.)

Listing of Contracting Parties

· For a list of Contracting Parties and their current status see Section 3 of the TIR Handbook.

· If you have this training unit in electronic form, you also have access to an electronic document with a list of Contracting Parties. 
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For the current status of Contracting Parties, i.e. ‘Countries with which a TIR transit operation can be established’, see the IRU website – 
http://www.iru.org/TIR/TirSystem.E.htm
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Summary

· ‘Contracting Parties’ are States (or other entities) that have ratified the TIR Convention, 1975.

· Article 52 of the TIR Convention describes the accession process

· Listings of Contracting Parties are available from the UNECE and the IRU and can also be found on their websites
· Contracting Parties can become a ‘Country with which a TIR transit operation can be established’ after fulfilling all the requirements
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Knowledge test 

To test your knowledge of the content of this unit, please answer the following questions.

You can write your answer in the boxes under the questions, or you can place a tick in the check box ( for the options within the multiple-choice questions.

	
	Question 1: What is a Contracting Party to the TIR Convention?
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	Question 2: What is the difference between "Contracting Parties" and "countries with which a TIR operation can be established?

	
	

	
	


Answers to the knowledge test

	
	Answer to Question 1:

	
	‘Contracting Parties’ are those States or other entities that have ratified the TIR Convention.

In brief, Article 52 of the TIR Convention declares that all States Members of the United Nations (and others) may become Contracting Parties to this Convention. 

	
	

	
	Answer to Question 2:

	
	It is not sufficient for a State to become a Contracting Party to the TIR Convention to be able to start operating the system.

A TIR ‘infrastructure’ must be set up to implement the TIR System within a country.
A TIR operation can only be established with Contracting Parties who have all the agreements and mechanisms in place for TIR. These countries are designated as "Contracting Parties with which a TIR operation can be established".

	
	


After completing the knowledge test: 

If you are confident that you understand the content of this unit, you can move on to the next unit or module in your course.

However, if you are unsure of any points, before moving on you should take some time to go back and look again at those sections or topics in this unit where you are unsure.
(((Back to the overview of all Modules(((

(((On to the next unit(((


This module is one in a series of modules which form a complete training course for users of the TIR transit system. The course is designed by the IRU to provide transport associations, Customs authorities, transport operators or others who are new to TIR with the knowledge, information and skills to effectively fulfil their responsibilities under the TIR System. 
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Related Training Units:  


�HYPERLINK "M3A%20Customs%20Transit%20%20Operations.doc" \o "Unit M3A"��Customs transit operations�


�HYPERLINK "M1A%20Introduction%20%20to%20the%20TIR%20Convention.doc" \o "Unit M1A"��Introduction to the TIR Convention� 


�HYPERLINK "M1B%20Principles%20and%20Benefits%20of%20the%20TIR%20System.doc" \o "Unit M1B"��Principles and benefits of the TIR System�


�HYPERLINK "M1D%20TIR%20Guarantee%20Chain%20and%20Contractual%20Relationships.doc" \o "Unit M1D"��TIR ‘guarantee’ system contractual relationships�


�HYPERLINK "M1E%20Roles%20and%20Responsibilities%20of%20TIR%20Actors.doc" \o "Unit M1E"��Roles and responsibilities of the actors involved in the TIR System�





� References: 


IRU Listing:


�HYPERLINK "../Reference/TIR%20Contracting%20Parties.htm" \o "List of Contracting Parties"��TIR Contracting Parties.htm� 


Map on the IRU Website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.iru.org/TIR/TirSystem.E.htm" ��http://www.iru.org/TIR/TirSystem.E.htm�


The TIR Handbook (UNECE), printed version, or on the UNECE website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html" ��http://www.unece.org/trans/bcf/tir/tir-hb.html�
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